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WILLIAM PINKERTON

f How the Cape Town Postdffice Was
Successfully Looted of

850000 in Gems

T t HE stories of the early exploits
I of the TPInkertpns are

tales in this country Hence
when William A Pinkerton

the International Police Chiefs Associa
tion now in this city was approched
by a Times representative to unfold a
real story of some of the
achievements of Allan Pinkerton
sons he did not offer one of those an
dent and familiar tales of criminal his
tory He declined to tell again how the
Reno gang was broken up or how the

brothers were run to earth
What he did toil was a story of an

850000 with the Pinker
tons had nothing whatever to do which
never resulted In a conviction and which
was related to Mr Pinkerton by tho man
who did the job

In these days said Mr Pinkerton at
the Shoreham men dont work frauds
on the Bank of England as the Bidweli
boys did But It was only a few years
ago that t heard the details of one of
the biggest diamond steals oh record told
by the man who planned and executed

You remember when the Gainsbor
ough portrait of the Duchess of Devon
shire was to owners after
it had been lost fur twentyfive years
That was about four ago
but it Is already an old story Harry
Worth alias Harry Raymond nanded
the portrait over to me arrange
ment returned It to the

Co art gallery In London where It
was cut out of the frame one day and
mysteriously disappeared It wasnt
worthy after it was stolen fOt
it couldnt be sold without somebodys

it So it was packed away
In in this country at one
time in Boston again In New York and
also in Baltimore and Washington It
was aftervvurd bought for 5225000 by J
Plprpon Morgan

His Biggest Haul
But thats another story Harry

Worth was professional thief He was
born somewhere near Boston I knew
that he had cornered big sums of
at time and out of curjpsity I asked
him at the time of the Qairisborough
portrait affair what was largest
amount of coin he had ever had at one
time The story ho told me was this
and I have every reason to believe every
detail of It correct

was stranded in Cape Town
South Africa The night before the ship
sailed for England he ana his pal con
celved the Idea of robbing the diamond
consignment that was on Its way down
from the diamond fields for shipment
the following day They needed a third
man and found him in a stranded sea
man In port They lay In ambush on
th trail having tlea a rope across
the road from one tree to anoOier The
train came lumbering down the trail
The lead mules tripped on the rope
according to plans and the tram and

were tnrown Into an inex
tricable muss The big Boer guards
however opened fire with their Win

and didnt give a foot of
ground In the end Worth and his part
ners to run for it

Worth was a persistent fellow how
two pals passed up tim job

after tile one failure but tho principal
for the next shipment In the

meantime he made a friend of the assist
ant postmaster at Cape Town He took
him to and being well dressed
he made a good impression One night
he went up the country and mailed
three registered packages addressed to
himself at oflice Know
ing these being registered would
be deposited in the vault he arrived at
the the next evening Just as
his friend was locking up a pre
text of beinG in a great hurry for the
packages he persuaded the postmaster
to the safe the process
Worth got a wax Impression of tho key
There was in the sate about that
time and ho could have got away with it
with perfect ease but ho preferred to
wait for

The 2ay the next ship
for England and when tile diamond
shipment was about one days distance
from Cape Town Worth made his wa
up the trail to a river crossing which
had to be made by ferry The signal
needed to bring the boat across the river
was a blast on a horn Worth hid near

ferry until heard a horn across
the river He Immediately cut tile

slipped away unseen and
to Cape Town boat drifted down
the middle of the stream and the dia
monds did not reac h Cape Town until
the next day several hours after the
ship had sailed

Cleans Out the Vault
That night said Worth he en

tered the postofllce unlocked the vault
and cleaned it of cash and He
cached the stuff somewhere in the vi r

clnlty and hung about town for three
weeks Knowing that detectives
London would arrive by that time and
would probably recognize him ho be
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took himself to Pretoria Johannesburg
and other places up country for severa l

weeks longer
Not a trace was found of the

diamonds Finally Worth returned to
Cape Town secured assistance recov
ered his booty and embarked for Lon
don

According to his story he brought
over an acquaintance from the United
States and they went into business as
diamond brokers in the Hatton district
the great diamond center of London
By selling their jewels at a fraction
than the market prices they cleared out
the stock in a hurry Worth swore the
deal netted 5850000 all told v

Worth was as clever as they make
them He never served time but
and that was In Belgium Police all
over the world were practically
that he knew the location of the por
trait of the Duchess of butthey could not bring It home to him
In spite of all the big tricks he turned
Worth died a wreck physically and
financially

MAJWM DESMOND

Apprehends a Clever Thief With the
Help of an Ordinary

Postage Stamp

8
ONCE caught a thief 400 miles
from station and all I used

get was a clever
a common ordi

nary 2cent stamp said MaJ William
Desmond chief of detectives of St
Louis well known throughout the Mid
dle West In fact over the country

one of the foremost takers of high
class thieves High class means pos
sessed of unusual intelligence and edu
cation Major Desmond is a quiet
modest man Perhaps his most
ccharacteristic In his rankness Even
a thlsf Would be convinced that he was
to get a square deal from this man

It was years ago that It happened
while I was on tho street crimi
nala John Richmond and Theodore
trchlotmann had just been released from
prison They were side partners The
first had served ten years and the sec
ond seven You would have
that for a time at least they would keep
straight Instead however a wire
to the central office saying that an
unusually bold robbery had occurred in
New Malley a little town In St Charlescounty which adjoios that of St Louis

i Jg

A Keg Between His Legs
Two men had come Into a grocery

store It was New Malleys principal
shop and you could buy anything
from pickles to tar paper about sun
down just as the proprietor was closing
up They passed the time of day pleas
antly and finally asked for some crack
ers The storekeeper had to stoop down
back of the counter to get them When
he raised his head again he found him
self looking Into the muzzles of a brace
of revolvers hold by one of the men
while the other was standing upon
counter pointing a third gun at himfrom another angle One of them tol i

him to thrup fils hands and he didIt in a hurry The thieves then
his hands with some stout cord
they found In the store gagged hima keg of nails between legs and
his feet together It was not a com
fortable position Then the crooks broke
into the safe taking what cash they
could find to several
dred dollars in alL After making
square meal on the cakes and pies which
thoy took from the boxes and
and poking fun at the bound man all
tho time they eat they went away leaving the storekeeper hound gagged

For hours ho tried in vain to
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loose At last 3ie worked himself close
to place where a and
rubbed the cords whic h his hands
across the sharp edge cut
far Into his hands but he kept on nev
er minding tho blood and finally he was
free He was terribly exhausted but
as soon as he was able he aroused the
neighbors and a was formed and
the scoured to find the thieves
who had committed this outrage But
it was impossible Then it was that
we were called Into the case New
Maljey was wrought up to a fever heat
and a thousand wa offered as a
reward to the man that should capture
the thieves

Schlotmann Caught

I was put on the case and finally I
thought that I had located one of the
men in a suburb of St Louis Tho store
keeper was sure that he could identify
the men Therefore we took
us when we made the haul The man we
were looking for was not at home when
we arrived I talked to his brother and
mother for time and pretty we
saw the tnan himself coming toward the
ihoUse He noticed there was some
thing wrong and Instead of coming in

tQ an outhouse I motioned to
the man I was with and wo went down
to the little shed and brought him out
In short order olid the storekeeper rec
ognized him as one of the thieves He
saw that the Jig was up and came along
quietly enouRh

It was Schlotmann After that it
was not bard to discover that the other
man was Richmond I put it up to
Schlotmann quite frankly told him Just
how matters stood and advised him to

us what he knew about the where
abouts of his partner At first ho would
not give up but later he reconsidered
and told me where to find some of
Richmonds relatives It appears tha t
Richmond had told his family that dur
ing the ten years ho had been in jail
he hind been in a circus in England

His family lived in a small town In
Missouri fifty miles or more from St
Louis 1 went down to see them rep
resenting myself to be a circus man and
anxious to see Richmond on busi
ness The gag worked well and his uncle
admitted that John was in Dakota I
remarked that Dakota was a
large territory and Intimated that a
hint as to his address would be
convenient But they could not or would
not tell me it So I went back to
Schlotmann

a jji

The Ruse
I told him what I had discovered and

worked on him until I found out tho
name of the town where Richmond
was staying It was four hundred miles
or more away and It takes a lot of
morjey to go all that distance after a

more in those days than it
does now So 1 cast about for a scheme
to avoid the trip and yet get the man

I persuaded Schlotmann that the
best thing he could do was to write
Richmond a letter telling him that he
was on to a dead easy job In St
Louis and that all he needed was a
pall to help him carry It In
the letter ho told Richmond what train
to take and gave him the address of riv
own home in Louis as the meeting

and nam d tIle day
expect him

We hardly dared hope that an oldhand like Richmond would swallow sucha bait but nevertheless made every
preparation to receive him if didThe time came fpr the tralnja arrivalthe minutes necessary for him to drivefrom tho station to my house passed
and sure enough a hack drove up tothe door I could see Richmond get outI sent the man 1 had with me theback door to come up on Richmond frombehind and then waited for the knockat the front door which I knew must
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ome In a moment When It I threw
t wide open and covered Richmond

my gun My man just be
hits holding a gun at his back

As as lightning resell
d toward his hip pocket but he thought

of It and his
just as well for him

For live hours we couldnt set a word
of him He was quiet enough but

disgusted at the ease
he had been taken in At last he re

If had thought there was an
about this deal you would have
dead some time aeo

I told him that I wasnt tatting any
that line

Richmond was a short broad little
man He hind been a school teacher at
one time Always he wore a black
mustache he said he wouldnt
have cut oft for anything No there
wag no mystery mustache
He woe merely proud of it

Both and Richmond were
convicted Sohlotmann was sentenced to
fifteen years and
J got five sen
tence because ho had helped 7ne to land
the other Both men are out
Finished their terms
often think of catching that thief witha 2cent stamp

COL MATIIEW KIELY

Desperate Outlaw Who Surrendered
Fear Caused by a

Scientific GunPlay

a GUlSr Is to a policeman or dc

maiden that ever walked
Broadway or what lila forelegs are to
grizzly handy In a pinch said Col
Matnew Kiely chief o pplice in St
Louis and Colonel Kiely ought to know
For Tib has the reputation being one
of the best marksmen with a revolver
that ever donned a policemans inlform
has taken part in enough gun parties
to turn an ordinary mans hair gray
The efficiency of the St Louis ppliqfi
force with time revolver is well known
and talked pi wherever policemen con
gregate it due largely to Colonel
Klelys energy and fondness for good
shooting this Is so

f It is not always ncssary for the
thief taker to shoot to kUlr thttre would
be no use for courts if hat were the
case but he must shoot close An in
stance of what close shooting will do
tq dampen the ardor of the boldest
criminals occurred in St Louis way
bac k in 73 I captured Casey one
of the most thieves and highwaymen that ever operated in theanti never drew a f

in tho morning about 3
Diamond and a intoa house in the fashionable thecity and got with a barrelful ofsilver and plate with some cash thrownin Got away but not clear away forihe patrolman on the beat noticed anopen window in the house and two

dark figures crossing the wide lawn thatfront tho house He was afterthem In a second but before he couldget his gun out Casey had him coveredand the man was not far behind
There was nothing to do but throw
his hands with two guns pointing his
way and not more than fromhead

Shot Through the Hat
The outlaws had hardly made their

capture and taken my mans gun how
when I arrived on the scene I

was making my rounds and as luck
would have It rived just In time to
take a hand In the game going on in
the dark Casey and his pal broke
away immediately when they saw me
coming Two prisoners was more than
they were looking for and besides i
wasnt a prisoner yet

The diamond king opened fire on mo
as he went The first shot went wide
but the second passed through the brim
of my helmet policemens helmets dont
have very wide brims you know It
was pretty close shooting Then a
funny thing happened I fired and the

took away the crown of Caseys
soft black hat carrying a lock of
along too So far the honors were
esay I was taking no chances of his
getting away and ran In on him He
had m a mistake when he started to
get away and was in the angle between
the house and a High fence I fired as
1 ran and the second bullet took away
a bit of his coat Whether It was that

lost his nerve on account of the
elope shooting or thought that ho would
have a better chance of escaping later
or not I do not know but threw down
his and asked inn to save his life

i U

Diamond Casey a Devil
In the meantime a sergeant who was

With me had tackjed the second thief
In spite of the darkness the latter land
ed a bullet In the sergeants side and
ho was down and out of tho fight The
patrolman was able to take a hand in
the game however again and I turned
Casey over to him and jumped the
fence after the second thief who seemed
to know how to handle a gun pretty
well I came up with him In a back
yard of a house a bit farther down the
block Most of the fight was gone out
of him however and he surrendered

This was the first time that Dia
mond Casey had ever been captured In
the open He had been come up with
before but always in a room or den of
some kind and had invariably made
his escape by shooting the of
ficer after him or jumping from the
window or running out a back door
He was the devil of a man at this
time One of the high and mighty aristo
crats of the ancient order
never thought of turning hand to
a small It was always 8om
worth hundreds of dollars thiit drew
him His specialty was diamonds
ever and he committed several
robberies and holdups that astonished
even the West of those Thirty
four years old strong and
was not a pleasant man to be after

Casey had a a wee bit of a
thing and one of the squarest little
women that lived Her husbands
crimes nearly killed her

We Casey down that early
morning and he did not escape In
fact seven years for house
breaking But whatever had been his
reason throwing down his gun It
has always seemed to me a good illus
tration what can be accomoUshwl by
merely shooting close
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fragments of conversation
I overheard In the House restau
rant the winter before last have

stuck in my memory At the time they
made no impression OIl me But In the
light of subsequent pvents I came to un
derstand their significance Part of the
pitiful drama was told me the balance
I from tile outcome of a little
legislation which was fathered by a
Western congressman and unostenta
tiously shoved through the rlouse and
Senate

3J duties at the Capitol have obliged
to associate with mary Senators and

Representatives who e personalities were
exceedingly distasteful to me But Qf

the entire list of my professional ap
the dome I cannot

1
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Scraps of Conversation
Overhear d in House

Restaurant

tlTREE

the

Is up to you Ill show you how I am
going to pay for It

He pulled an envelope out o his
pocket

Here Is the bill for that Government
reservation In our county I was just
about tq hand this In when I heard hoW
the boss stood bill says the res
ervation s be located In township
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recall another man toward whom I have
felt an antipathy equal tq that aroused
my this lawmaker

I was picking up a hurried lunch one
Afternoon when he came in and occu
pied an adjoining table He was
pan by a l man he
Introduced to an as his father
It was quite evident that the old gentle
man his son most bril

Congressman In the House and
the latter lila admiration with

indulgence Once he re
ferred to as best press agent

district could possibly
have

i SI

A Permanent Fixture
The old man soon became a persia

mint fixture at tho Capitol Other men
began to use him much to the sons atjr
vantage When he was not i
Congressmen took to him kindly

Jim done anything today he woiild
anxiously inquire ll now listen

help pass that bill of yours
if you will help him his Hes a
good boy and hell stick to his word
And

Here if the Senator or
tlve whichever It happened to be
Interested he would stop smile
further WRIT the old Such tenta
tive talk from a father had its effect

I stumble on the pair a week or so
later They were engaged in earnest

across a small table in the
restaurant The brilliant member of
the House had evidently introduced the
su bject of finances

See here he said I need a big
loan to pull me out of this hole and It
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1Q nOW lori Js another bill is
a duplicate Of the first with the excep
tion that it applies to township 14 I
shall back second one

i
Mortgage Everything You Own

Now mortgage everything you own
organize a company buy as much of
this township as possible and let me
have the balance I will need every cent
I can get to grease the wheels After
it goes through you money to
burn I am putting all I can scrape to
gether deal

The father objected and protested I
left them arguing the question earn
estly But later they were walking
through the corridor together and from
the facial expression of the Western
member I judged that he had carried
his point

Three wee ks tater the bill came up for
a final reading I was sitting in the gal
lery just behind the old man and when
the commenced I recalled the
discussion In the restaurant He leaned
forward eagerly when the clerk droned
out the title His intense interest at
tracted my attention and I followed his
example and listened to the description

Oddly enough I remembered the
numbers of the two townships There
fore I was somewl t startled to hear
that the bill being rerd stated that the
township be located In township
16 not 14 My surprise was nothing in
ccmparison to the emotion exhibited by
my companion It was the original bill
Instead of the substitute that was about
to be passed by the House

He rose from his seat and grasped
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THE NAVAL TREATY
Continued from Sixth Page

mantelpiece and then ho proceeded to
turn back the corner of tho carpet In
the neighborhood of the door Presently
he stooped and picked out a square
piece of board such as is usually left
to enable plumbers to get at the joints
of the as This covered as
a matter of fact the T joint which
gives off tho p ipe whic h supplies the
kitchen underneath Out of this hiding
place he drew that little cylinder of i

paper pushed dOwn board re i

arranged the carpet bleiv out the can
dies and walked straight into my arms
as I stood waltlnj for outside the
window

Well he has rather more viciousness
than I gave him credit ror has Master
Joseph He flew at me with his knife
and I had to grasp him twice and got
a cut over the knuckles before I had
the upper hand of him He looked mur
der out of the only eyo he could see
with when we had finished but ho its
tened to reason and gave up the papers
Having got them I let my man go but
I wired full particulars to Forbes this
morning If ho Is quick enough to catch
his bird well and good But if as I
shrewdly suspect he finds the nest
empty before ho gets there why nil the
better for tho government I fancy that
Lord Holdhurst for one and Mr Percy
Phelps for another would very much
rather that the affair never got as far

police court
My God gasped our client Do you

toll me that during these long ten weeks
of agony tho stplen papers were within
tho very room with me all the time

So it was
And Joseph Joseph a Villain and a

thief
Hum I I am afraid Josephs char

acter Is a rather deeper and more
dangerous one than one might judge
from his appearance From what I have
heard from him this morning I gather
that ho has lost heavily In dabbling with
stocks and that he Is ready to do any
thing on earth to better his fortunes
Being an absolutely selfish man when
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a chance presented Itself he did not
allow his sisters happiness or your
reputation to hold his hand

Phelps sank back in his chair
My head whirls said ne Your

words have dazed me
The principal difficulty In your case

remarked Holmes In his didactic
fashion lay In the of there being
too much evidence What was vital was
overlaid and by what was Irre
levant Of all the facts which were pre
sented to us we had to pick just those
which we deemed to bQ essential and
then piece them together In their order
so as to reconstruct this very remark
able chain of events I had already
begun to suspect Joseph from the fact
that you had intended to travel home
with him that night and that therefore
it was a likely enough thing that he
should call for you knowing the For
eign Office well upon his way When
I heard that some one had been so
anxious to get into tho bedroom In
which no one but Joseph could have
concealed told us in your
narrative how you had turned Joseph
out when you arrived with the doctor
my suspicions all changed to certain
ties especially as the attempt made
on the first night upon which the nurse
was absent showing that tha Intruder
was well acquainted with the ways of
the house

How blind I have been I

The facts of the case as far as I
have worked them out are these This
Joseph Harrison entered the office
through the Charles street door and
knowing his way he walked straight
Into your room the Instant after you
left It Finding no one there ho prompt
ly rang the bell and at the Instant that
he did so his eyes caught the paper
upon tho table A glance showed him
that chance had put in his way a state
document of immense value and in an
Instant ho had thrust It Into his pocket
jand was gone few minutes elapsed
as you remember before the sleepy
commissionnaire drew your attention to
tho bell and those were just enough to
give the thief time to make his escape
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the railing before him It was apparent
his first hpught was that some mis
take had been made and the proceed
ings should be stayed He wildly
tcward the seat where his son should
be but that worthy was not im the
floor f

He started rot the doorr then stopped
ShDrt

Evidently he remembered hqw quickly
snob bills are passed once are
called up

1 JJ

The Old Man Dazed
As he looked down the House

again to find the bill going through the
term of a Second and third reading he
made a movement as though be in
tended calling aloud He motioned
frantically to the Representative who
had the measure In chatse but his cg
naling was unnoticed In a moment
more the bill had passe d and the iJoiise
was rushag on to other business

The old man stood for several minutes
apparently dazed by the swift turn of
events Then he walked slowly out of
the gallery like one m a dream

I descended to the restaurant toward
tho end of thedays session and found
the Western and a boon com
panion discussing an elaborate repast

were laughing and evidently in thr
former for a quart bottle of extra
dry

Just a little bit early in the day to
begin cutting In on the he ob
served to his companion tossing the
wIno list on the table and tipping his
clair back with a look of intense
satisfaction But I have just made r

thing out of that bill cover
ins township 16
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He made his way to Woklngr fey tfca
first train and having examined his
booty and assured himself that it real
ly was of immense value he hail con
cealed it In what he thought was a very
safe place with the Intention of taking
It out again in a day or two and carry
ing to the French embassy or wher
ever he thought that a long price
to be had Then came your sudden re
turn He without a moments wain
ing was bundled out of his room an
from that time onward there were al
ways at least two or you there to
vent him from regaining his treasure
The situation to him must have been ft
maddening one But at last he thought
he saw his chance He tried to steal
in but was baffled by your wakeful
ness You may remember that you did
not take your usual draught that
night

I remember
I fancy that he had taken steps ts

make that draught efficacious and that
he quite relied upon your being uncon
scious Of course I understood that ha
would repeat the attempt whenever it
could be done with safety Your leav
ing the room gave him the chance
wanted I leapt Miss Harrison in it all
day so that he might not anticipate u
Then having given him the idea that
the coast was clear I kept guard as I
have described I already Knew that the
papers were probably In the room but
I had no desire to rip up all the plank
Ing an skirting In search of them I
let him take them the refore from the
hiding place and so saved myself an
infinity of trouble Is there any other

which I can make clear
Why did he try the window on the

first occasion I asked when he
might huve entered by the door

reaching the door he would have
to pass seven bedrooms On other
hand he ould get out on to the lawn
with Anything else

You do not think naked Phelpa
that he had any murderous Intentions

The knife was only meant as a tool
It rnuy bo so answered Holmes

shrugging his shoulders I can only
say for tnat Mr Joseph Harri
son Is a gentleman to whose mercy X
should be extremely unwilling to trust
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